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“Combine a growing number of poor and 
a growing number of expensive housing 
units and we have people on the streets. 
Add to this a failure to recognize that the 
mentally ill cannot manage on their own, 
and we have even more people on the 
streets.”  
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In the most basic sense, the 
root causes of homelessness 
can be stated as: 

• Increase in number of 
Poor People 

• Decrease in number of 
low-income housing units 

• Deinstitutionalization of 
Canada’s mentally ill 
population 

 

“As of October 1998, 
there were at least 200 
000 homeless people 
in Canada -- people 
literally without home, 
people with no private 
spaces in which to 
live, people existing 
day to day, 24 hours a 
day, in public places. 
And the situation is 
getting worse.” 
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People who are 
homeless want and 
need to work, but few 
are employed in jobs 
that can help them 
escape 
homelessness.  
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